
 
 

AGENDA 
AUGUSTA TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
JULY 6, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

1. Call to Order  
 
2. Approval of Agenda  
 
3. Disclosure of Interest  
 
4. Approval of Minutes of June 1, 2015 
 
5. Business Arising from the Minutes  
 
6. Delegations  
 
7. Public Meetings 
  
8. Severance Applications 
  

None 
 

9. Planning Applications 
9.1 Broeders Zoning By-law Amendment and Site Plan 
 

10. Other Business 
10.1 Open Air Burn By-law Waiver 

 
            11. Adjournment  

 
12. Date of Next Meeting  

TBD 
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Augusta Township 

Planning Advisory Committee Meeting 

MINUTES 

June 1, 2015, at 6:30 pm 

 

In Attendance: 

 

Committee: Councillor Adrian Wynans - Chair, Robert Jones, Jonas Cole, Dean Porter, 

Ronald Covey, Samantha Shapelhouman, Gil Cyr, Duaine McKinley, Doug Malanka, ex-

officio. 

 

Regrets:  

 

Absent:  

 

Staff: Pierre Mercier CAO / Manager of Planning 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

Chair Wynans called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda  
 

Moved by Samantha Shapelhouman and Seconded by Gill Cyr, 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT this committee approves the agenda.  
CARRIED 

 

3. Approval of the minutes 

Moved by Robert Jones and Seconded by Duaine McKinley 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Committee approves the minutes of the meeting of March 

19, 2015. 

CARRIED 

 

4. Business arising from the minutes  

Samantha Shapelhouman asked for the status of the review of the waiver clause in the 

recently adopted Open Burn By-law and was advised by the CAO that it would be 

brought forth at the next Council meeting with a recommendation that the Commoittee 

be asked to review the revised clause.  

 

5. Disclosure of Interest – None 

 

6. Delegations - None 

 

7. Public Meetings – None 
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8. Severance Applications  
 

8.1 B38-15 Invista (Company) Canada 

Moved by Duaine McInley and Seconded by Samantha Schapelhhouman 

That Council recommend to the Land Division Committee of Leeds and Grenville that 

consent applications B-38-15 be approved subject to the following conditions: 

1. The balance of any outstanding taxes, including penalties and interest, (and any 

local improvement charges, if applicable) shall be paid to the Township. 

2. An acceptable reference plan or legal description of the severed lands and the deed 

or instrument conveying the severed lands shall be submitted to the Township. 

3. That the applicant submits 2% cash-in-lieu of parkland to Augusta Township. 

 
8.2 B44-15 Ronald Knapp 

Moved By Jonas Cole and Seconded By Dean Porter          

That Council recommend to the Land Division Committee of Leeds and Grenville that 

consent applications B-44-15 be approved subject to the following conditions: 

1. The balance of any outstanding taxes, including penalties and interest, (and any 

local improvement charges, if applicable) shall be paid to the Township. 

2. An acceptable reference plan or legal description of the severed lands and the deed 

or instrument conveying the severed lands shall be submitted to the Township. 

3. That the applicant submits the required cash-in-lieu of parkland levy of $500 per lot 

to Augusta Township. 

 

9. Planning Act Applications 
  

10. Other Business – None 

 

11. Adjournment 

Moved by Dean Porter and Seconded by Jonas Cole, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT this committee does now adjourn at 6:55 pm. 
CARRIED 

 
12. Date of Next Meeting 

The date of the next meeting is July 6, 2015. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 

 
 
 

Luke Broeders, on behalf of Eleanor Hogeveen has submitted an application for a Zoning By-

law Amendment and Site Plan Approval for the construction of a 2400 square foot shop 

intended to be used for the expansion of an existing business specializing in welding, 

hydraulics and mechanical repairs. Mr. Broeders currently operates the business on the lot 

immediately adjacent to the subject property and has been doing so as a home industry. 

The business has outgrown the existing accessory building on the adjacent lot and as such 

has prompted the proposed planning applications. 

 

 

1.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
The subject property is a vacant property of approximately 4.3 acres located immediately south 

of the applicant’s home at 8250 Klitbo Road. The subject lands are partially wooded with a small 

pond near the south west corner of the property. Surrounding land uses include the applicant’s 

rural residential and home industry use to the north, a rural residential use and a licensed pit 

(currently inactive) to the east, rural residential use to the south and agricultural use to the west. 

The images on the following page illustrate existing conditions. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Planning Advisory Committee 

Report No. AP 15-007 

Date  July 6, 2015 

Title Broeders Zoning Amendment and Site Plan Control 

Recommendation That the Planning Advisory Committee recommend that the 
proposed zoning by-law amendment and site plan be approved 
subject to the following conditions: 

1.  That any comments emerging from the public meeting which 

have a significant impact on the proposed development 

layout shall be integrated into the site plan prior to final 

approval by Council. 
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EXISTING HOME INDUSTRY    SUBJECT PROPERTY 

 

 
AERIAL OVERVIEW OF LAND USE 

 

1.2 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
 
The following sketch illustrates the proposed building. The nature of the development is such that 
we are not recommending that the site access or parking area be paved.  
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The commercial workshop being proposed for the vacant lot is the same use which currently 

exists on the applicant’s adjacent residential property. The issue is that the business is successful 

and as a result there is a need for additional space to do the work as well as to store and manage 

supplies. The adjacent residents are familiar with Mr. Broeders operation which has been there 

for several years. A public meeting is to be held on July 13th and should there be any issues or 

concerns from area residents the site plan can be amended to ensure that impacts are mitigated. 

Any major issues falling out of the public meeting will result in resubmitting the application to 

Planning Advisory Committee for further review.  

 

 
2.0 Regulatory Control Review 

 

 
 
 

2.1.1 Provincial Policy Statement 

 
The Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) provides for appropriate development while protecting 

resources of provincial interest, public health and safety and the quality of the natural 

environment. The statement passed under Section 3 of the Planning Act directs development 

review and approvals to be consistent with the outlined policy areas. In this instance 

development review would need to ensure that the proposed development can occur in a 

manner which will not result in negative impacts on the natural environment, can be serviced 

appropriately without unanticipated impacts on municipal finances and is appropriate 

 

40’ x 60’ building to be setback 

150’ from road, 120’ from north 

property line. Unpaved access 

and parking to be determined. 
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development from an economic and cultural perspective. 

  
A review of the site’s characteristics shows no natural heritage component’s (wetlands, 

significant woodlands, habitat) are present. Private services can be accommodated, subject to 

the required permits, and the site has frontage on a public road maintained year round. Surface 

drainage can be managed on site as the hardened surface is limited to the 2400 square foot 

building. 

 
Accordingly, the proposed development application is consistent with Provincial Policy 

Statement. 

 
2.1.2 Official Plan and Zoning 

 
The property is designated Rural on Schedule ‘A’ of the Official Plan of the Township of 

Augusta. The Official Plan provides for commercial development of the type which is proposed 

on the subject lands.  

 
The Official Plans provides for the use of Site Plan Control to ensure that development will meet 

specified municipal standards. Issues such as site access, water and wastewater servicing, site 

esthetics and functionality and the mitigation of potential negative impacts are addressed in the 

Township’s Official Plan policies. 

 
The Township’s Zoning By-law provides the site specific development standards which must be 

applied. Lot size, frontage and yard requirements as well as additional performance standards 

such as required parking and loading spaces are included in the Zoning By-law. The lands are 

currently zoned Rural (Ru) based on the zoning schedule G. It is proposed to rezone the land 

on a site specific basis to Rural – Special Exception in order to add “Workshop” as defined in 

the by-law to the list of permitted uses in the Rural zone. All of the other zone provisions in the 

Rural (Ru) zone will be maintained. 

 

The site’s performance standards were reviewed and it is confirmed that the frontage, yard 

setbacks and parking and loading provisions can be met.  

 
 

2.2 RECOMMENDATION 
 
The proposal complies with Official Plan policies and is consistent with provincial interests. The 

proposal is in keeping with the purpose and intent of the zoning by-law. The proposed 

development will not have any impacts on municipal services or on adjacent properties. 

Accordingly it is our recommendation that the Committee recommend to Council that the By–

law and site plan be approved provided that any comments emerging from the public meeting 

which have a significant impact on the proposed development’s layout shall be integrated into 

the site plan prior to final approval by Council.  

 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
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Pierre R. Mercier, MCIP, RPP  

CAO / Clerk 
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1.0 Report 
 

 
 
 
As the Committee knows there has been some concern with the complexity and possible impacts 
that the indemnification clause associated with the Open Air Burn Permits may have on residents 
who obtain a burn permit. The clause itself was reviewed by our solicitor who stated that the 
clause was an effective one which would protect the Township from potential lawsuits. That being 
said the clause is admittedly complex and perhaps overly difficult to understand.  
 
On the basis of discussion during past PAC meetings staff is proposing that the indemnification 
clause which is part of the body of the By-law be used in place of the 2 paragraph waiver which is 
issued on a stand-alone basis to permit applicants. This proposal was reviewed by our solicitor 
who is satisfied that the clause is sufficient to protect Township interests. 
 
Please find attached a copy of the current waiver as well as a revised Burn Permit which includes 
the waiver which is found in section 11.1 of the By-law, also attached for your convenience. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 

 

 
 
Pierre R. Mercier, MCIP, RPP  

CAO / Clerk 

 

Committee Planning Advisory Committee 

Report No. AP 15-008 

Date  July 6, 2015 

Title Revised Open Air Burn By-law 

Recommendation That the Planning Advisory Committee recommend that the 
Release, Waiver and Indemnity form currently being used in the 
issuance of Burn Permits be eliminated and that the Burn Permit 
be revised to include the Indemnification Clause found in section 
11.1 of the Open Air Burn By-law 3160-2015.  



Augusta Fire Department 
 

19 Church Street P.O. Box 59, Maitland, ON K0E 1P0 P: 613-348-3455 F: 613-348-3232 rbowman@augustafire.ca  

Release, Waiver and Indemnity 
 
 

IN CONSIDERATION of  I obtaining an Open Burn Permit from the  Municipality of The 

Township of Augusta, I, for myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, successors and 

assigns HERBY RELEASE, WAIVE AND FOREVER DISCHARGE the Township of 

Augusta, any Township of Augusta employee or volunteer, Her Majesty the Queen in 

Right of Ontario and all their respective agents, officials, servants, contractors, 

representatives, successors and assigns, OF AND FROM ALL claims, demands, 

damages, costs, expenses, actions and causes of action, whether in law or equity, in 

respect of death, injury, loss or damage to my person or property HOWSOEVER 

CAUSED arising or to arise by reason of  I conducting any open burn and 

NOTWITHSTANDING the same may have been contributed to or occasioned by the 

negligence of any of the aforesaid. 

 

And for the aforesaid consideration I FURTHER AGREE not to make any claim or to 

take any proceedings against any other person or corporation who might claim 

contribution or indemnity under the provisions of the Negligence Act R.S.O. 1990 N.1 as 

amended or revised, from her Majesty and her servants, agents and employees or from 

any one or more of them. 

 
I ACKNOWLEDGE HAVING READ, UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED TO THE 

ABOVE WAIVER, RELEASE AND INDEMNITY 
 
Property Owner: __________________________________  
 
Phone #____________________  Permit Year:________ 
 
 
Address(s) on Open Burning Permit: 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________           ________          ______________________ 
Property Owner Signature                 Date                          Municipal Official 

mailto:rbowman@augustafire.ca


Augusta Fire Department 
          RESIDENTIAL BURN PERMIT 

  

19 Church Street P.O. Box 59, Maitland, ON K0E 1P0 P: 613-348-3455 F: 613-348-3232 rbowman@augustafire.ca 

     20______ 

 

OWNER:         OWNERS PHONE:  

OWNERS CIVIC ADDRESS:  

ADDRESS OF OPEN BURN: 

CONDITIONS 

 

1) No person shall set or maintain an open air fire without first having obtained the necessary permit from the Municipal Office, which is 
valid until December 31 in year of issue. 

2) No person shall set or maintain an open air fire on any municipally owned or operated property unless approved by the Fire Chief or 
Designate. 

3) No person shall set or maintain an open air fire when a fire ban on open air fires has been issued by the Fire Chief or Designate. 
4) No person shall set or maintain an open air fire that uses prohibited materials; 
5) “Prohibited Materials” includes household waste, rubber or rubber products, plastic or plastic products, and waste petroleum 

products and any material or materials which are prohibited by the Environmental Protection Act, as amended 

6) No person shall set or maintain an open air fire to burn anything other than untreated wood and wood fiber products such as non-
laminated paper and cardboard and boxboard, brush, tree branches / limbs, leaves, paper, and sisal twine; 

7) No owner shall undertake to set or maintain any open air fire except in accordance with the conditions of the permit.  
8) The owner shall comply at all times with the FPPA, and with all other applicable municipal by-laws and provincial and federal laws.  
9) A permit issued under this by-law is valid on the date of issue and for the balance of the calendar year in which the permit is issued.  
10) The holder of an un-revoked permit issued under this by-law may set or maintain an open air fire provided the following requirements 

and conditions are met:  
i) calls the Township’s open burning hotline to verify if a burn ban has been declared, campgrounds must call daily. 
ii) produces his or her permit upon being so directed by the Fire Chief or Designate and, 
iii) immediately extinguishes the fire upon being so ordered by the Fire Chief or Designate; and 
iv) follows this bylaw in its entirety,  

11) The Fire Chief or Designate may attach such additional conditions to a permit as he or she deems necessary to ensure public safety.  
12) A permit for an open air fire is not transferable to another person or to a new location.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
13) “Campfire” means an open air fire where the material to be burned does not exceed 0.9m (3ft) in height ,width and length, that is set 

and maintained solely for the purposes of cooking food, providing warmth and recreational enjoyment; 
14) “Outdoor Fireplace” means a manufactured, non-combustible, enclosed container designed to hold a small fire for decorative 

purposes and the size of which does not exceed 1m (3.28ft) in any direction and includes, but is not limited, to a chimnea; 
15) No permit holder shall set or maintain a campfire or outdoor fireplace  

i) unless the campfire is located a distance of not less than 5m (16.5 ft) from any building, overhead wiring, highway or other 
combustible material. 

ii) that uses material other than dry firewood;  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

16) “Brush Pile Fire” means an open air fire where the material to be burned does not exceed 3m (10ft) in height, width and length  
17) “Incinerator” means an open air fire set and maintained in a closed container that does not exceed 1.5m (4.92ft) in Length, Width or 

Height. There may be one door for access on one side that securely latches closed while burning is taking place and has a chimney 
with a screen with openings of not more than 7 mm (1/4 inch)  

18) “Burn Drum” means an open air fire set and maintained in an open top steel barrel similar in size to the common 45 gallon (208 

Liter) drum that has an approximate dimensions of 35 inches tall and 25 inches in diameter. The only open side must be facing up, 
and must be totally covered by a heavy mesh screen with openings of not more than 7 mm (1/4 inch). There may be no more than 10 
holes with a width of no more than 1 inch near the bottom of the incinerator for draft purposes 

19) No permit holder shall set or maintain a brush pile fire, incinerator or burn drum fire at a distance of less than 20 m (65 ft) from any 
building, overhead wiring, highway, or other combustible material;   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
20) No person shall set or maintain a campfire/outdoor fireplace/brush pile/incinerator/burn drum fire when the wind is in such a direction 

or intensity to cause any or all of the following; 
i) the possible spread of the fire beyond the open burn site; 
ii) a decreased in visibility on any highway 
iii) an adverse effect for any person 

21) No person shall set or maintain more than one campfire/outdoor fireplace/brush pile/incinerator/burn drum fire at any time 
22) No person shall begin a campfire/outdoor fireplace/brush pile/incinerator/burn drum fire unless they ensure that a competent person 

or persons eighteen (18) years of age or older maintain constant watch and control over the open air fire at all times from the time of 
the setting of the fire until the fire is totally extinguished; 

23) No person shall begin a campfire/outdoor fireplace/brush pile/incinerator/burn drum fire unless they are equipped with sufficient 
persons, equipment and tools to control and/or extinguish the fire and must have a phone to immediately contact 9-1-1 in case of 
emergency. 

24) Permits issued to an owner under this by-law may be revoked by the Fire Chief or Designate if, in the opinion of the Fire Chief or 
Designate, an adverse effect or dangerous condition exists in or near the site of the open air fire.  

25) Permits issued to an owner under this by-law may be revoked by the Fire Chief or Designate if the permit holder fails to comply with 
the requirements of the permit or permits and any other provisions of this by-law. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
26) The owner shall indemnify and save harmless Augusta Township from any and all claims, demands, causes of action, losses, costs 

or damages that the Municipality may suffer, incur or be liable for resulting from the open air fires as set out in the by-law whether 
with or without negligence on the part of the applicant, the applicant’s employees, directors, contractors and agents.  

 

            ______________________________       ______________________________      _____________________________ 
             Signature of Registered Land Owner                      Issuing Designate                                       Date of Issue   

 

 
    

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

OFFENCES AND PENALTIES 
5.1.  Every person who sets a fire in contravention of this by-law or who fails to extinguish a fire once ordered to do so by the Fire Chief or Designate is 

guilty of an offence and may receive a penalty of $410.00 for each and every offence. 
5.2.  Every person who sets an open burn, with or without a permit, that requires the Fire Department to extinguish the burn, shall, in addition to any 

penalty provided for herein, be liable to the Municipality for all expenses incurred for the purpose of investigating, controlling and extinguishing any 
fire set or left to burn. 

5.3.  Every person who sets a fire in contravention of this by-law or who fails to extinguish a fire once ordered to do so by the Fire Chief or Designate shall, 
in addition to any penalty provided for herein, be liable to the Municipality for all expenses incurred for the purpose of investigating, controlling and 
extinguishing any fire set or left to burn.  

5.4.  Any costs chargeable to any person pursuant to this section shall be invoiced to the person and paid to the Municipality within sixty (60) days of the 
date of such invoice, failing which the costs may be deemed to be municipal taxes added by the Clerk of the Municipality to the Collector’s Roll and 
collected in the same manner and with the same priority as municipal taxes. 

 You MUST call the Open Burning Hotline prior to burning to check for any burning restrictions. 

OPEN BURNING HOTLINE 348-3455 ext. 200 

mailto:rbowman@augustafire.ca
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Augusta Fire Department 
          RESIDENTIAL BURN PERMIT 

  

19 Church Street P.O. Box 59, Maitland, ON K0E 1P0 P: 613-348-3455 F: 613-348-3232 rbowman@augustafire.ca 

     20______ 

 

OTHER RESTRICTIONS OR COMMENTS 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF AUGUSTA 
BY-LAW NUMBER 3160-2015 

 
A BY-LAW TO PRESCRIBE THE PRECAUTIONS AND CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH 

FIRES MAY BE SET IN OPEN AIR 
 

 
WHEREAS the Fire Protection and Prevention Act, 1997,as amended, authorizes the 
Council of a municipality to pass by-laws to prescribe times during which fires may be set in 
the open air and the precautions to be observed by persons setting out fires; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended, authorizes Council to recover the 
expense incurred in doing any such matter or thing as required by by-law, in default of its 
being done by the person directed or required to do it, by action, or in like manner as 
municipal taxes; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended, authorizes appointed officers to 
ascertain whether the by-law is obeyed, and to enforce or carry into effect the by-law; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Municipal Act 2001, as amended, authorizes the Council of a 
municipality to pass by-laws to make such other regulations for preventing fire and the 
spread of fires as the Council considers necessary. 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Augusta enacts as 
follows: 
 

1. DEFINITIONS 
 

1.1. In this by-law, 
 
 “Adverse Effect” means one or more of; 

a) damage to property, 

b) an adverse effect on the health of any person, 

c) impairment of the safety of any person, and 

d) loss of enjoyment of normal use of property 

  



 
“Agricultural Fire” means an open air fire where the material to be burned does not 
exceed 125 cubic meters(4414 cubic ft) and that is set and maintained solely for the 
purposes of  burning wood, tree limbs, yard waste and branches as part of normal 
farm practices for clearing agricultural land. 
 

 “Barbecue” means a portable or fixed device designed and intended solely for the 
cooking of food in the open air, but does not include outdoor fireplaces, campfires or 
any other open air burn.  

 
 “Building” means any structure used or intended for supporting or sheltering any use 

or occupancy;  
 
 “By-Law Officer” means a person appointed by the Council of Augusta Township as 

a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer to enforce the provisions of the by-law;  
 
 
 “Brush Pile Fire” means an open air fire where the material to be burned does not 

exceed 3m (10ft) in height, width and length and where the open air fire is set and 
maintained solely for the purposes of burning wood, tree limbs, yard waste and 
branches;  

 
 “Burn Drum” means an open air fire set and maintained in an open top steel barrel 

similar in size to the common 45 gallon(208 Liter) drum that has an approximate 
dimensions of 35 inches tall and 25 inches in diameter. The only open side must be 
facing up, and must be totally covered by a heavy mesh screen with openings of not 
more than 7 mm (1/4 inch). There may be no more than 10 holes with a width of no 
more than 1 inch near the bottom of the incinerator for draft purposes and where the 
open air fire is set and maintained for the purposes of burning wood, tree limbs, 
branches, yard waste and non-compostable material limited to paper, cardboard and 
sisal twine;  

 
 “Campfire” means an open air fire where the material to be burned does not exceed 

0.9m (3ft) in height ,width and length, that is set and maintained solely for the 
purposes of cooking food, providing warmth and recreational enjoyment;  

 
 “Campground” means an area of land owned and operated by a person that contains 

campsites for the purpose of overnight accommodations for tents, trailers or 
motorhomes in exchange for monetary payment. 

 
 “Competent” means properly or sufficiently qualified or capable 
 
 “Dangerous condition” means any condition as determined by the Fire Chief or 

Designate that increases the risk of the spread of a fire or creates an adverse effect;  
 
 “Farm” means a farm as defined in Part I of the Ontario Fire Code 
 
 “Fire Ban” means a period of time during which the Fire Chief or his designate 

declares a total ban on open air fires;   
 
 “Fire Chief” means the Chief of Fire Services of the Municipality or authorized 

designates and includes a By-Law Officer;  
 
 “FPPA” means the Fire Protection and Prevention Act, 1997, as amended, and the 

regulations enacted thereunder as amended from time to time, or any Act or 
Regulation enacted in substitution therefor;  

 
 “Household Waste” means combustible material such as plastics, polyethylene 

terephalate, paints, oils, solvents, rubber, insulation, batteries, acids, polystyrenes 
(Styrofoam), pressure treated or painted lumber, tires, upholstered furniture, synthetic 
fabrics, diapers and hazardous waste as defined in the Environmental Protection Act 
and all other similar and like materials but shall not include untreated wood and wood 
fiber products such as non-laminated paper and cardboard and boxboard, brush, tree 
branches / limbs and leaves; 

 
 “Highway” includes a common and public highway, street, avenue, parkway, 

driveway, square, place, bridge, viaduct or trestle, any part of which is intended for or 



used by the general public for the passage of vehicles and includes the area between 
the lateral property lines thereof; 

 
 “Incinerator” means an open air fire set and maintained in an closed container that 

does not exceed 1.5m(4.92ft) in Length, Width or Height. There may be one door for 
access on one side that securely latches closed while burning is taking place and has 
a chimney with a screen with openings of not more than 7 mm (1/4 inch) where the 
open air fire is set and maintained for the purposes of burning wood, tree limbs, 
branches, yard waste and non-compostable material limited to paper, cardboard and 
sisal twine;  

 
 “Maintain” means to allow an open air fire to continue to burn and “maintained” and 

“maintaining” have a corresponding meaning;  
 

“Material to be burned” means the total volume of the materials contained in the fire;  
 
 “Municipality” means the Corporation of the Township of Augusta or the geographic 

area of Augusta Township as the context requires;  
 
 “Normal Farm Practice” means a practice that,  

a) is conducted in a manner consistent with proper and acceptable customs and 
standards as established and followed by similar agricultural operations under 
similar circumstances, or  

b) makes use of innovative technology in a manner consistent with proper advanced 
farm  management practices;  

 
 “Open Air Fire” means the burning of material such as untreated wood and wood 

fiber products like non-laminated paper and cardboard and boxboard, brush, tree 
branches / limbs and leaves where the flame is not wholly contained and includes 
campfires, brush pile fires, burn drums, incinerator and outdoor fireplaces, but does 
not include barbecues;  

 
 “Outdoor Fireplace” means a manufactured, non-combustible, enclosed container 

designed to hold a small fire for decorative purposes and the size of which does not 
exceed 1m (3.28ft) in any direction and includes, but is not limited, to a chimnea;  

 
 “Owner” means the registered owner of the land;   
  



 “Person” means any individual, association, firm, partnership, corporation, agent or 
trustee and the heirs, executors, or other legal representatives of a person to whom 
the context can apply according to law;  

 
 “Prohibited Materials” includes household waste, rubber or rubber products, plastic 

or plastic products, and waste petroleum products and any material or materials which 
are prohibited by the Environmental Protection Act, as amended  

 
 “Set” means to light an open air fire and “setting” has a corresponding meaning;  
 

“Special Events Fire” means an open air fire that does not meet the definition of any 
of the other types of fires/permits set out in this bylaw. 

 
2. INTERPRETATION 
 

2.1. In this by-law, a word interpreted in the singular number has a corresponding meaning 
when used in the plural.  

2.2. This by-law includes the Schedules attached hereto and the Schedules are hereby 
declared to form part of this by-law. 

2.3. It is declared that if any section, subsection or part or parts thereof be declared by any 
Court of Law to be bad, illegal or ultra vires, such section, subsection or part or parts 
shall be deemed to be severable and all parts hereof are declared to be separate and 
independent and enacted as such.  

2.4. In this by-law, the word “meter” shall be represented by the abbreviation “m”, and the 
word “centimeter” shall be represented by the abbreviation “cm”, and the words “foot” 
or “feet” shall be represented by the abbreviation “ft”.  

 
3. PROHIBITIONS FOR ALL OPEN BURNS 
 

3.1. No person shall set or maintain an open air fire without first having obtained the 
necessary permit from the Municipal Office. 

3.2. No person shall set or maintain an open air fire on any municipally owned or operated 
property unless approved by the Fire Chief or Designate. 

3.3. No person shall set or maintain an open air fire when a fire ban on open air fires has 
been issued by the Fire Chief or Designate. 

3.4. No person shall set or maintain an open air fire that uses prohibited materials; 
3.5. No person shall set or maintain an open air fire to burn anything other than untreated 

wood and wood fiber products such as non-laminated paper and cardboard and 
boxboard, brush, tree branches / limbs, leaves, paper, and sisal twine; 

3.6. Burn permits shall not be issued for windrows. 
 
4. APPLICATION FOR AN OPEN AIR FIRE PERMIT 
 

4.1. Any owner eighteen (18) years of age or older may apply for an open air fire permit to 
the Municipality prior to the proposed date of the first open air fire. 

4.2. The permit shall include:  
4.2.a. the name, address and phone number of the applicant;  
4.2.b. the municipal address of the location of the proposed open air fire if it differs 

from the address of the applicant.  A farm may offer multiple locations to reflect 
their agricultural property;  

4.2.c. the applicable open air fire permit fee in accordance with Schedule “A” and; 
4.3. The Municipality shall issue an open air fire permit unless,  

4.3.a. the permit is incomplete;  
4.3.b. there are reasonable grounds to believe that the open air fire may cause 

adverse effects and; 
4.3.c. there are reasonable grounds to believe that the open air fire will result in a 

breach of this by-law, the FPPA, or any other provincial or federal statute.  
 
5. GENERAL CONDITIONS 
 

5.1. No owner shall undertake to set or maintain any open air fire except in accordance 
with the conditions of the permit.  

5.2. The owner shall comply at all times with the FPPA, and with all other applicable 
municipal by-laws and provincial and federal laws.  

5.3. A permit issued under this by-law is valid on the date of issue and for the balance of 
the calendar year in which the permit is issued.  

5.4. The holder of an un-revoked permit issued under this by-law may set or maintain an 



open air fire provided the following requirements and conditions are met:  
5.4.a. calls the Township’s open burning hotline to verify if a burn ban has been 

declared, campgrounds must call daily 
5.4.b. produces his or her permit upon being so directed by the Fire Chief or 

Designate and, 
5.4.c. immediately extinguishes the fire upon being so ordered by the Fire Chief or 

Designate; and 
5.4.d. follows this bylaw in its entirety,  

5.5. The Fire Chief or Designate may attach such additional conditions to a permit as he 
or she deems necessary to ensure public safety.  

5.6. A permit for an open air fire is not transferable to another person or to a new location.  
 
6. BRUSH PILE FIRES, INCINERATORS AND BURN DRUMS - Annual Open Air Fire 

Permit 
 

6.1. No permit holder shall set or maintain a brush pile fire, incinerator or burn drum fire at 
a distance of less than 20 m (65 ft) from any building, overhead wiring, highway, or 
other combustible material;   

6.2. No person shall set or maintain a brush pile fire, incinerator or burn drum fire when 
the wind is in such a direction or intensity to cause any or all of the following; 

6.2.a. the possible spread of the fire beyond the open burn site; 
6.2.b. a decreased in visibility on any highway 
6.2.c. an adverse effect for any person 

6.3. No person shall set or maintain more than one brush pile fire, incinerator or burn 
drum fire at any time 

6.4. No person shall begin a brush pile fire, incinerator or burn drum fire unless they 
ensure that a competent person or persons eighteen (18) years of age or older 
maintain constant watch and control over the open air fire at all times from the time of 
the setting of the fire until the fire is totally extinguished; 

6.5. No person shall begin a brush pile fire, incinerator or burn drum fire unless they are 
equipped with sufficient persons, equipment and tools to control and/or extinguish the 
fire and must have a phone to immediately contact 911 in case of emergency. 

  



 
7. CAMPFIRES AND OUTDOOR FIREPLACES - Annual Open Air Fire Permit 
 

7.1. No permit holder shall set or maintain a campfire or outdoor fireplace  
7.1.a. unless the campfire is located a distance of not less than 5m (16.5 ft) from any 

building, overhead wiring, highway or other combustible material. 
7.1.b. that uses material other than dry firewood;  

7.2. No person shall set or maintain a campfire or outdoor fireplace fire when the wind is 
in such a direction or intensity to cause any or all of the following; 

7.2.a. the possible spread of the fire beyond the open burn site; 
7.2.b. a decreased in visibility on any highway 
7.2.c. an adverse effect for any person 

7.3. No person shall set or maintain more than one campfire or outdoor fireplace at any 
time 

7.4. No person shall begin a campfire or outdoor fireplace unless they ensure that a 
competent person or persons eighteen (18) years of age or older maintain constant 
watch and control over the open air fire at all times from the time of the setting of the 
fire until the fire is totally extinguished; 

7.5. No person shall begin a campfire or outdoor fireplace unless they are equipped with 
sufficient persons, equipment and tools to control and/or extinguish the fire and must 
have a phone to immediately contact 911 in case of emergency. 

 
8. CAMPGROUNDS – Annual Open Air Fire Permit 

 
8.1.  A campground fire permit transfers the responsibilities for control and extinguishment 

of a campfire from the campground campers to the campground property owner. 
8.1.a. As such the campground owner is responsible for any and all violations of this 

bylaw  and is liable for recovery of any fees for response and or extinguishment of 
any open burn or any fires caused by any open burn. 

8.2. The campground must have a means of extinguishment to control and or extinguish a 
fire that can be taken to any campsite within 10 minutes. 

8.3. The campground must have staff available at all times that are trained to respond 
with and use the equipment noted in 8.2 

8.4. Each and every campground staff must have a cell phone to call 911 should a fire 
escape containment. 

8.5. If the campground is unable to comply with 8.4. Then the campground must have at 
least one staff member working at all times with a cell phone and a two-way Radio. All 
other staff members must also have a two way radio so they may contact the staff 
member with the cell phone to call 911 should the fire escape containment.  

8.6. A map of such campground must be supplied to the Fire Chief which includes 
roadways, routes, lanes, water sources, and structures. 

8.7. All campfires at campgrounds must meet all of Section 7 except for 7.5 as they 
pertain to campfires. 

 
9. AGRICULTURAL  - Annual Open Air Fire Permit 
 

9.1. A Person may conduct an Agricultural fire on a farm for Normal Farm Practices if it is 
part of a normal farm practice, and subject to the conditions set out in this bylaw 

9.2. The Agricultural fire must be located at least 61 metres (approximately 200 feet) away 
from any building, structure, hydro or telephone wires, and highway.  

9.3. No person shall set or maintain an Agricultural fire when the wind is in such a 
direction or intensity to cause any or all of the following; 

9.3.a. the possible spread of the fire beyond the open burn site; 
9.3.b. a decreased in visibility on any highway 
9.3.c. a medical emergency to any person 

9.4. Only competent persons eighteen (18) years of age or older may set and monitor an 
agricultural burn  

 
10.   SPECIAL EVENTS  - Specific Dates 

 
10.1. All persons seeking permission to hold a special event / large development land 

clearing involving an open air burning shall apply for a permit. 
10.2. Application shall be made at least two weeks prior to the proposed date of     the 

event on a form supplied at the Municipal Office and such application should be 
accompanied by the applicable fee. 

10.3. The Fire Chief or his designate may issue permits to allow the event to reoccur over 
an extended period of time. 



10.4. Prior to granting a permit to hold an open air burning for the event, the Fire Chief or 
his designate may arrange for a site visit and shall give consideration to the type of 
event, proposed location of the event, size of the fire, safety measures, supervision 
arrangements, the time of year, the time of day, and the anticipated weather 
conditions. 

10.5. Distances from any building, overhead wiring, highway, or other combustible 
material will be determined by the Fire Chief or his designate and shall be noted on 
the permit 

10.6. Burn Pile size will be determined by the Fire Chief or his designate and shall be 
noted on the permit 

10.7. No person shall set or maintain a special event / large development land clearing 
fire when the wind is in such a direction or intensity to cause any or all of the 
following; 

10.7.a. the possible spread of the fire beyond the open burn site; 
10.7.b. a decreased in visibility on any highway 
10.7.c. an adverse effect for any person 

10.8. No person shall set or maintain more than one special event / large development 
land clearing fire at any time 

10.9. No person shall begin a special event / large development land clearing fire unless 
they ensure that a competent person or persons eighteen (18) years of age or older 
maintain constant watch and control over the open air fire at all times from the time of 
the setting of the fire until the fire is totally extinguished; 

10.10. No person shall begin a special event / large development land clearing fire unless 
they are equipped with sufficient persons, equipment and tools to control and/or 
extinguish the fire and must have a phone to immediately contact 911 in case of 
emergency. 

10.11. Any other rules or regulations deemed necessary by the Fire Chief or his designate 
and shall be noted on the permit. 

 
11. INDEMNIFICATION 

 
11.1. The owner shall indemnify and save harmless Augusta Township from any and all 

claims, demands, causes of action, losses, costs or damages that the Municipality 
may suffer, incur or be liable for resulting from the open air fires as set out in the by-
law whether with or without negligence on the part of the applicant, the applicant’s 
employees, directors, contractors and agents.  

  



12. REVOCATION 
 

12.1. Permits issued to an owner under this by-law may be revoked by the Fire Chief or 
Designate if, in the opinion of the Fire Chief or Designate, an adverse effect or 
dangerous condition exists in or near the site of the open air fire.  

12.2. Permits issued to an owner under this by-law may be revoked by the Fire Chief or 
Designate if the permit holder fails to comply with the requirements of the permit or 
permits and any other provisions of this by-law.  

 
13. EXEMPTIONS 
 

13.1. The Augusta Fire Department shall be exempt from the provisions of this by-law with 
respect to open air fires for the purposes of training, educating individuals in fire 
safety or for research purposes.  

13.2. Professional fire prevention trainers shall be exempt from the provisions of this by-
law with respect to open air fires set for the purposes of fire safety training or 
education 

 
14. OFFENCES AND PENALTIES 
 

14.1. Every person who sets a fire in contravention of this by-law or who fails to extinguish 
a fire once ordered to do so by the Fire Chief or Designate is guilty of an  offence and 
may  receive a penalty of $410.00 for each and every offence. 

14.2. Every person who sets an open burn, with or without a permit, that   requires the 
Fire Department to extinguish the burn, shall, in addition to any penalty provided for 
herein, be liable to the Municipality for all expenses incurred for the purpose of 
investigating, controlling and extinguishing any fire set or left to burn. 

14.3. Every person who sets a fire in contravention of this by-law or who fails to extinguish 
a fire once ordered to do so by the Fire Chief or Designate shall, in addition to any 
penalty provided for herein, be liable to the Municipality for all expenses incurred for 
the purpose of investigating, controlling and extinguishing any fire set or left to burn.  

14.4. Any costs chargeable to any person pursuant to this section shall be invoiced to the 
person and paid to the Municipality within sixty (60) days of the date of such invoice, 
failing which the costs may be deemed to be municipal taxes added by the Clerk of 
the Municipality to the Collector’s Roll and collected in the same manner and with the 
same priority as municipal taxes. 

  
15. EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
15.1. This by-law shall come into full force and effect upon the final reading thereof, and 

may be referred to as the Open Air Burn By-Law. 
 
 
Read a first and second time this 23 day of March 2015. 
 
Read a third time and passed this 23 day of March 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________     __________________________________ 
                          MAYOR      CLERK 

 
 

  
  



THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF AUGUSTA 
 

BY-LAW NO. 3160-2015 
        

 
            SCHEDULE “A” – Open Air Burn Permit Fees 

 
 

Annual Camp Fire and Outdoor Fireplace Permit $0.00 / Permit 
 
Annual Brush Pile Fire Incinerator and Burn Drum Permit      $0.00 / Permit 
                                
Annual Agricultural Fire Permit  $0.00 / Permit 
 
Annual Campground Permit  $100.00 / Permit 
 
Special Events / Large Development Land Clearing Permit $100.00 / Permit 

 

 


